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RISING STARS IN FOOD, WINE & HOSPITALITY WIN 2010 LDEI LEGACY AWARDS

Three talented women – a sommelier from New York, a sous chef from Kelowna BC, and a personal chef from Los Angeles - have won the 2010 Les Dames d’Escoffier International (LDEI) Legacy Awards in Food, Wine and Hospitality.

Each Legacy Award offers a one week hands on workplace experience to women early in their careers to work beside and learn from high profile women leaders in the culinary, fine beverage and hospitality industries.

Chris Baggetta, head sommelier at Eleven Madison Park restaurant in New York will spend a week during harvest with Dames Kay Simon, owner/winemaker of Chinook Winery and Trish Gelles, owner/managing partner of Klipsun Vineyards in Washington State. 

Melanee Peers, sous chef/pastry chef at Cabana Bar & Grill in Kelowna BC will travel to the Chicago kitchens of NAHA restaurant with chef/owner Dame Carrie Nahabedian, and Dames Deann Bayless, Frontera Grill Owner and JeanMarie Brownson, Frontera Foods Culinary Director. 

Personal chef Doria Pomrenke will head to Little Cayman Island and work with Dame Gladys Howard, Owner, Manager and Executive Chef of Pirates Point Resort.

“Working hand-in-hand with Dames in the industries represented by our membership, our hope is to imbue a lasting legacy of knowledge and expertise to the lucky winners so that they will continue to grow and mentor other women in culinary careers,” said LDEI President Teresa Farney.

Les Dames d’Escoffier International is an invitational organization of women leaders in food, beverage and hospitality whose mission is education, advocacy and philanthropy. Presently, there are 27 chapters and 1500 members in the USA and Canada. For additional information on Les Dames d’Escoffier International, please log on to http://www.ldei.org.

###

