Les Dames d’Escoffier International – Women of Achievement

in the Culinary, Fine Beverage and Hospitality Professions
Les Dames d’Escoffier was founded in the mid 1970s by a small group of food professionals led by New York Daily News food editor Carol Brock with assistance from Eda Saccone of Boston.  At the time, women were just beginning to gain recognition in an industry still largely dominated by men. The LDE/NY mission was to raise the image, as well as the presence, of women in food, wine and hospitality and assist them to get the training necessary to advance in the industry in tandem to their male counterparts. Les Dames members were also encouraged to serve as role models and mentors for women.

This mission was clearly intended to expand beyond New York. Four additional chapters were subsequently formed: Washington, D.C. (1981), Chicago (1982), and Dallas and Philadelphia (1984). In 1985, the presidents from all five chapters met in New York City to build the foundation for Les Dames d'Escoffier International (LDEI). Today, having grown from one chapter to 26 in North America, the members have collectively awarded more than $2 million dollars in culinary scholarships alone for deserving young culinary aspirants.  LDEI members also contribute to food pantries and other hunger-related efforts in their communities.

In addition to scholarship and hunger related philanthropy, LDEI introduced two awards in the early 1990s. The M.F.K. Fisher Award, first presented in Seattle in 1992, was created to give recognition and financial support to a non-member woman in mid-career who was engaged in significant work in culinary, beverage, arts of the table, and related fields. The Grande Dame Award, which had previously been a regional chapter initiative, became an international award to give recognition to a woman whose accomplishments in these fields were extraordinary. It was first presented in Chicago in 1993. The Legacy Award, established in 2009, offers young women a high level work experience with leading Dames. These three awards are presented in alternating years during the annual meeting.

Over the years, LDEI's reputation has grown as well as its size. Chapter cities and regions now number 26, including one international chapter. Even more telling, the original NY group had set an initial goal of installing just 50 members of the best and the brightest women in the industry. Now, 30 years later, LDEI boasts over 1,400 members and is still growing. 

The goals and the mission of LDEI have remained constant, yet the dynamic nature of the members invites creative responses to issues that affect the culinary and hospitality industry. 

For additional information on LDEI, please visit our website – http://www.ldei.org

